
Today, we welcomed the St'át'imc Unity Riders to Signal Hill Elementary. The Unity Riders will travel by 

horse and foot to all 11 St'át'imc Nations, which include: The six northern St'át'imc communities 

(Sekw'el'was, T'ít'q'et, Tsal'alh, Ts'kw'aylaxw, Xaxli'p, and Xwísten) and the five southern Stl'alt'imx 

communities (Líl'wat, N'Quatqua, Samahquam, Skatin, Xa'xtsa). To honour our guests, our hand 

drumming group sang the Eagle Song, the Culture Club presented our guests with Devil’s Club bracelets 

and salve and Ms. Penny/Ms. Lattiemer’s class made them care packages. We also celebrated our 

students, Roger Wells and Cade Stager, for joining in this year’s Unity Ride. We are so proud of you two! 

Over the past few months, Mrs. Benes has been working very hard to organize a variety of events for 

our students that combine our school goal of connectedness with literacy!  She has been working with a 

group of intermediate students from a variety of classes to participate in Read Link Challenge.  

Interested students have been reading books that were on the book list and Tuesday at lunch these 

students went to the Pemberton Public Library with Mrs. Benes to show what they knew about the 

books they read!  Congratulations on this accomplishment! 

We were also so lucky to have the Canadian outdoor adventure author Pam Withers visit Signal Hill 

Elementary to speak to our grades 4-7 classes about her books.  She explained her years of experience 

and what it takes to write a book on extreme sports and adventure.  The students enjoyed learning 

more about the time and effort put into writing a novel. 

With Earth Day happening this Sunday, many classes have been decorating Boomerang Bags.  These 

Boomerang bags are made from recycled pillowcases that were donated from the Fairmont Hotel 

Whistler.  Volunteers in Pemberton have been busy sewing these bags to get us thinking of ways to 

reduce our footprint, especially when it comes to plastic and other disposable items.  When these bags 

were donated to the school, many classes were eager to jump on board!  Some classes are using the 

Boomerang Bags as a way to collaborate with little buddies or other students while helping the 

community and using their creativity skills.  These bags will be placed in the Pemberton Valley 

Supermarket for the shoppers to use instead of a plastic bag, and at no cost!  Look out for these bags in 

the near future. 

Mlle Lemieux’s class is busy working on a project through Culture and Language class with Ms. Heather 

and Ms. Tanina.  They are using an app called Book Creator and our brand new iPad Pros to create 

interactive digital books through which they explore aboriginal storytelling and Ucwalmícwts 

language.  Their stories will be a great tool to build a student created school library showcasing 

local culture.  We can’t wait until they’re finished! 

 


