
There was a lot happening in our school this week! 

 

On Tuesday we had two big events.  The first event was a visit from an Olympic bronze medalist for BMX 

bike racing, Donny Robinson.  Donny was at our school to talk about the growth mindset and the power 

of setting goals.  It was really motivational to hear him speak about the challenges he overcame on his 

path to becoming an Olympian.  He even showed off some of his bike skills when he jumped over Ms. 

Verge on his bike!  We hope our students work on their growth mindset over the summer and return to 

school with some great goal ideas in September! 

On Tuesday evening we had the first annual Cátanem̓ Celebration of Learning for students, who identify 
as Indigenous. The main focus of the night was to acknowledge how the 6 Lil’wat Principles of Learning 
are demonstrated at Signal Hill. Families, friends, Elders, community leaders and members joined 
together to honour each child for the principle of learning that they have demonstrated at school.  

Thursday, June 21 was National Indigenous People’s Day in Canada.  We honoured Indigenous People 

with a celebration on Friday at our school.  In the morning, we hosted a school wide assembly that 

featured singing and drumming by Elders, Aboriginal Support Workers and students.  Ms. Busalacchi and 

Mrs. Verge were gifted with beautiful leather yokes that were created by the after school culture group.  

They are amazing!  Ms. Hanbury was at the school to present a video, Punpúntwal (Finding Each Other), 

about Signal Hill Elementary’s work over the past few years to contribute to Reconciliation with 

Indigenous people.  This video was created though the help Jonathan Shramm, the filmmaker, and from 

a grant received last year. The video was developed throughout the 2016/2017 school year.  A big thank 

you to all of those who helped make the video happen.  It is such a beacon of hope. 

After the assembly, classes rotated through stations featuring a cultural activities.  These included 

enjoying bannock together at a large table, drumming and dancing, learning about First Nations trading 

traditions, tanning animal hides and drinking húsum (a traditional drink from soapberries).  There was a 

buzz in the school as students rotated through their stations.  

 

 

 


