
Inspiring Thinking: 
Creating Your Own Loose Parts Collection at Home 

 

 

 

Children can find a wide variety of materials, also known as “loose parts, around their homes or 

outside in their neighbourhoods.  These materials can be used to inspire thinking, creating, 

storytelling, representing thinking and so much more.  They can capture children’s curiosity, give 

free reign to their imagination and encourage creativity.  Below are some possibilities for materials 

children might collect and use to inspire thinking and creating. 
 

What loose parts can you find and collect? 

Look closely, what can your loose parts do?  What can they become? 

How might your loose parts inspire your thinking? 

What stories can you find in these loose parts?  
 

Take a photo of your materials collection to share with your learning community. 
 

 

 

  

 

Materials You Might Be Able 

 to Find Around Your Home 
 Buttons 

 Glass gems 

 Wooden blocks 

 Cardboard 

 Corks 

 Lids 

 Straws 

 Empty containers 

 Bread tags 

 Wooden cubes 

 Play dough 

 Popsicle sticks 

 Q-tips 

 Cotton balls 

 Yard ends/string/tape 

 Beads 

 Empty spools 

 Pieces of fabric 

 Empty toilet paper or  

               paper towel rolls 

 Lego 

 Figurines 

 Feathers 

 Pompoms 

 Nuts and bolts 

 

 

Natural Materials 

Remember to be mindful 

of living plants and to 

collect items that have 

already fallen to the 

ground.   

 Pinecones 

 Shells 

 Sticks 

 Seed pods 

 Rocks & pebbles 

 Leaves 

 Feathers 

 Bark 

 

 

Materials for Defining Space 

or Creating a Setting 
 Fabric scraps 

 Small towel, pillow case 

or blanket 

 Felt cut into large 

squares, circles or 

rectangles 

 Paper 

 Plain placemat 

 Rice or sand in a 

shallow container 

 Painter tape on the 

floor or table 

 

Find a jar or box to  

store your loose parts 

 collection in. 
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 Richmond School District 


